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EDITORIAL
David A. Roozen

Twenty-seven faculty and administrators edged to the front of
their chairs. A seminary president was beginning his response to
preliminary drafts of papers that, in revised form, would be
published as, “Fundamental Issues in Globalization” (Theological
Education, Spring, 1990). “I want to thank the authors for their careful
and thoughtful analysis,” he began. “These papers certainly clarify
and extend, in a most helpful way, the increasingly nuanced
understandings that are emerging of the conceptual and theological
issues at stake in our concern with globalization.” “But,” he
continued:

I’m at a slightly different place. Where I really need help is
on how to translate all this into the praxis of my institution;
how to institutionalize it within our program and core com-
mitments. What do we know about this?

Although the process of preparing the six case studies of “global”
programs and the concluding article on implications for institutional
change contained in this current issue of Theological Education began
well before the president’s question, the question cuts to the heart of
the issue’s intent. What does it look like when conversation and
reflection turn toward implementation? What can we learn from the
experience of institutions that have developed programmatic
embodiments of globally oriented commitments?

After six years of work by the Shriver Committee, the Association
of Theological Schools at the thirty-fifth Biennial Meeting in 1986
formed a Task Force on Globalization which was given a mandate to
prepare ATS member schools for the 1990s as a “decade of
globalization.” Funding from the Pew Charitable Trusts enabled the
Task Force to sponsor a variety of research and programs directed
toward this end. The above noted collection of papers on
fundamental issues in globalization is one expression of that effort, as
was the 1990 Summer Institute on Globalization, and the 1989 survey
on globalization in theological education.1 This issue of Theological
Education is yet another.
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The six case studies were commissioned by the Task Force’s
Study/Survey Committee, chaired by Faith Burgess. I was invited by
the committee to design and manage the process of preparing the
cases. The cases were intended to combine description and critical
reflection. Specifically, case writers were asked to include:

A. A description of the historical development of and originat-
ing motivations for the program;

B. A description of the program’s goals and process as
experienced by leaders and participants;

C. An elaboration of the institution’s learnings about the
bridges and barriers to the implementation of such pro-
grams;

D. Critical reflection concerning the pedagogical and theo
logical assumptions underlying the program, and effi-
ciency of the program.

The six programs presented in the cases were chosen by the
committee to include as much diversity as possible among different
global understandings, different theological understandings, differ-
ent program foci and different stages of development; as well as
denominational background and regional setting. The programs
were not chosen with the expectation that they necessarily
represented “best of class.” Nevertheless, each program was well
recommended to the committee, and was chosen with the expectation
that it offered positive learnings.

Case writers were selcted on the basis of their case writing
experience, understanding of theological education, and proximity to
the selected programs. “Globalization” experience was not a
prerequisite. None of the originally selected case writers were
employed by their case institution. However, each case writer was
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teamed with an internal consultant. Figure 1 lists the case writers,
internal consultants, case institutions, and focal programs of the
cases.

FIGURE 1: Globalization Cases
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GLOBALIZATION IN MID-AMERICA

Richard F. Vieth
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GLOBALIZATION IS CLOSING IN ON US

Ronald C. White, Jr.
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GLOBALIZATION BEGINS AT HOME

James N. Pankratz
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GLOBALIZATION IN THE RISING SUNBELT

T. Erskine Clarke
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PIECE BY PIECE:  A MOSAIC OF GLOBAL THEOLOGICAL
EDUCATION

Anne C. Reissner
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GLOBALIZATION:  A STUDY OF INSTITUTIONAL CHANGE IN
THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION

David S. Schuller
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